[Smooth muscle function of the portal vein in spontaneously hypertensive rats].
Increased contractility and adrenoreactivity of the portal vein smooth muscles were revealed in spontaneously hypertensive rats (SHR) only at the early stage of the disease. In stable hypertension the changes were milder both at the early and chronic stages. Portal vein smooth muscles were capable of contracting in low-calcium medium, which suggests a membrane defect in the smooth muscles of animals with arterial hypertension.